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Addison Kenney, 4, in her cap and gown, is led to the graduation ceremony for The Morgan Center, a preschool o�ered to children 
with cancer and other illnesses that prevent them from attending a traditional preschool, on Wednesday in Orlando.  
WILLIE J. ALLEN JR./ORLANDO SENTINEL PHOTOS

The nonprofit is named 
after Rod and Nancy Zuch’s 
daughter, Morgan Zuch, 
who was diagnosed with 
leukemia when she was 2 
years old and spent three 
years in and out of chemo-
therapy. Her cancer is now 
in remission.

Morgan Zuch, now 26, 
does not have many memo-
ries of being sick.

“But I do remember a 
very isolating childhood, 
like I was in the hospital 
all the time,” Morgan Zuch 
said.

And she vividly recalls the 
trauma of going to school 
for the first time.

“I was really scared 
because everybody knew 
what to do, and I definitely 
felt like the odd one out,” 
Morgan said.

That traumatic transi-
tion inspired Morgan Zuch 
to get her master’s degree in 
educational psychology and 
go to work as a teacher and 
counselor at The Morgan 
Center’s Orlando preschool, 
where she draws on her 
education and her personal 
experience to help other 
sick kids.

“Emotional and social 
growth is tremendously 
important for any kid, but 
especially kids with cancer 
because of the limited world 
that they’re in,” Morgan 
Zuch said.

Mateo has been to the 
hospital so many times, his 
mother has lost count. In 
the last six weeks alone, the 
child spent nine nights at 
Arnold Palmer Children’s 
Hospital over two separate 
stays.

“For any fever he gets, he 
has to go to the emergency 
room, and usually we’re 
admitted for a few days, and 
there they give him IV anti-
biotics, they do blood work 
and cultures,” Paxson said.

The Morgan Center is 

where Mateo can safely 
interact with others and 
learn how to behave in a 
classroom, so he doesn’t 
start kindergarten behind 
his healthier peers.

“He has such a bright 
spirit. He loves making 
friends. He loves the teach-
ers there. He gives them a 
hug every time he leaves,” 
said Paxson, who is still 
trying to figure out how to 
handle kindergarten for 
her son. “I definitely don’t 
let him hug everyone. But 
the teachers there, I let him 
hug.”

Greyson Alexander was 
pulled out of preschool 
when he was diagnosed 
with leukemia at the age 
of three. He then spent six 
months in the hospital after 
getting a severe stomach 
infection while undergoing 
chemotherapy. During that 
time, he was isolated from 
everyone but hospital sta� 
and his immediate family.

“There’s not a lot of 
interaction in the hospi-
tal, because everyone 
keeps their distance,” said 
Greyson’s mom, Brittany 
Rotarius.

One day, teachers from 

The Morgan Center came 
to the hospital and invited 
Greyson to attend their 
virtual preschool at no 
charge.

Students in the virtual 
class are given a box 
containing all the materials 
they need for school, includ-
ing sock puppets, markers, 
crayons and construction 
paper. After getting his 
box, Greyson streamed the 
classes from his hospital 
bed.

“He could still inter-
act with the teachers, and 
he could still see the other 
kids. He loved being able to 
see the other kids on the TV 
screen,” Rotarius said.

Greyson’s recovery was 
long and grueling. He was 
intubated for more than 
seven weeks and had a 
tracheotomy.

“He’s had to relearn to 
walk again. He’s had to 
relearn to sit up again. He’s 
had to relearn everything 
again,” Rotarius said.

The preschool brought 
some joy during that other-
wise tough time, Rotarius 
said.

When Greyson was 
released from the hospi-

tal, he began going to The 
Morgan Center’s in-person 
classes.

He is now 6 and in kinder-
garten. But because he is still 
in treatment and his immune 
system is compromised, he 
is being homeschooled. The 
Morgan Center is also allow-
ing him to participate in the 
preschool for an extra year, 
so he doesn’t lose that social 
interaction.

The class on Wednesday 
was the 21st class to gradu-
ate from the Orlando center. 
Graduates wore white caps 
and gowns and, before 
accepting their diplomas, 
treated their families to a 
sock puppet serenade.

Mateo had a green dress 
shirt and black bow tie 
sticking out from under his 
gown. He tied the ensemble 
together with a pair of black 
high-top Converse All Stars. 
While his classmates sang 
“If you’re happy and you 
know it, clap your hands,” 
Mateo sat silent with a smile 
that grew wider as the music 
sped up.

“It makes me happy 
seeing him so happy and 
being able to socialize,” 
Paxson said.

Graduation
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From left: Teacher Morgan Zuch, student Greyson Alexander and lead teacher Tracy Benizzi 
pose for a photo after the graduation ceremony.

“Emotional and social growth is tremendously important for any kid, but 
especially kids with cancer because of the limited world that they’re in.”
— Teacher Morgan Zuch

previous occasions.
Also Sunday, climate 

campaigner Greta Thun-
berg and other 11 activists 
set sail for Gaza on a ship 
aimed at “breaking Isra-
el’s siege” of the devastated 
territory, organizers said.

The sailing boat Madleen, 
operated by activist group 
Freedom Flotilla Coalition, 
departed from the port of 
Catania in Sicily, Italy.

It will try to reach the 
shores of the Gaza Strip 
to bring in some aid and 
raise “international aware-
ness” over the humanitar-
ian crisis, the activists said 
ahead of their departure.

“We are doing this 
because, no matter what 
odds we are against, we 
have to keep trying,” Thun-
berg said, bursting into 
tears during her speech. 

“Because the moment 
we stop trying is when we 
lose our humanity. And no 
matter how dangerous this 
mission is, it’s not even near 
as dangerous as the silence 
of the entire world in the 
face of the livestreamed 
genocide.”

War
from Page 1

Greta Thunberg talks Sunday in Catania, Italy, about the crew of the ship Madleen heading to 
Gaza in a bid to break Israel’s blockade of the Palestinian territory. FABRIZIO VILLA/GETTY 

“We are doing this because, no matter what odds we are against, 
we have to keep trying. Because the moment we stop trying is 
when we lose our humanity. And no matter how dangerous this 
mission is, it’s not even near as dangerous as the silence of the 
entire world in the face of the livestreamed genocide.”

— Greta Thunberg, climate activist

2 Orlando Sentinel  |  Section 1  |  Monday, June 2, 2025

He’s Got
Opinions

Scott Maxwell has penned a column
since 2002. He writes about Central
Florida politics and whatever else catches
his fancy. Whether you agree with him
or not, his stories will give you a deeper
understanding of what goes on behind closed
doors in our community. Look for Scott on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays in
print and online at OrlandoSentinel.com. <<

Santa Ono attends a 

LOCAL & STATE  PAGE 3

PRESIDENT’S PAY 
TIED TO AGENDA
New UF head Ono’s $15M contract 
comes with pay raises based on how 
well he upholds DeSantis reforms

T R U S T E D .  B A L A N C E D .  L O C A L .

FINAL EDITION Monday, June 2, 2025 $4.50

ABOVE: From left: Faith Pierre, Addison Kenney, Morgan Zuch, Tracy Benizzi and Nancy Zuch celebrate graduation at The Morgan Center, a preschool 
o�ered to children with cancer and other illnesses that prevent them from attending a traditional preschool, on Wednesday in Orlando.  

TOP: Mateo Aviles, 4, and his mother, Christina Aviles, pose for pictures with him wearing his cap and gown after graduation.  
WILLIE J. ALLEN JR./ORLANDO SENTINEL PHOTOS

Their time to 
SHINE

The Morgan Center, a preschool for kids with cancer and 
other illnesses, hosts a graduation for its 21st class of children
By Michael Cuglietta 
Orlando Sentinel

Chrystina Paxson searches for empty playgrounds where she 
doesn’t have to worry about her son Mateo being around other 
children. The four-year-old has a rare blood disorder that makes 
it hard for him to fight germs.

“I try to let him live as normal a life as possible. But if I see some-
one sick or someone sounds sick at the playground, I will take him 
and go home,” Paxson said.

But on Wednesday morning, Mateo attended his preschool 
graduation with 11 other kids — each battling their own illness — 
and their families. Judging by the smile on his face, he was thrilled 
for the company.

Since 2003, The Morgan Center has o�ered free preschool 
to children with cancer and other diseases that compromise 
their immune systems, making it risky for them to attend regu-
lar school classes. The nonprofit, which started in New York and 
expanded to Central Florida in 2020 when its founders moved 
here, o�ers in-person and virtual classes out of First Baptist 
Church of Orlando.

For the in-person classes, there are strict hygiene protocols to 
protect the kids — including the frequent use of hand sanitizer 
and rigorous daily cleaning of the classrooms. No one with symp-
toms of cold or flu is allowed in.

Virtual options are available to children for whom even those 
safeguards are not enough. They also allow the center to expand 
its reach beyond its two physical locations in Long Island and 
Orlando.

To date, the nonprofit— funded mostly by private donors — has 
enrolled more than 560 kids nationally, including 70 in Central 
Florida. The center has the potential to reach more if it had money 
to expand. But leaders at the center say inflation has raised their 
operating costs, making it harder just to maintain their current 
classes.

“The reality is, there are probably several thousand children 
across the country who need this. We do have a national plan. 
It’s just that we can’t execute it because we’re just trying to keep 
the doors open,” said Rod Zuch, who founded the center with his 
wife Nancy Zuch.

Turn to Graduation, Page 2

By Stephen Hudak 
Orlando Sentinel

After eight years on the drawing 
board, Orange County’s rewrit-
ten blueprint for growth goes to 
county commissioners Tuesday 
for a final review of the e�ort to 
slow sprawl and protect rural areas 
while also making room for an esti-
mated 422,000 new residents.

Known as Vision 2050, the 
615-page planning document
was drafted with the next quarter 
century in mind.

“This isn’t the kind of thing that, 
I think, most people in Orange 
County are going to see and appre-
ciate in their lifetime,” said Eric 
Gray, who serves on the county’s 

VISION 2050

How 
should 
Orange 
grow?
Overhaul aims to stop 
sprawl into rural spots, 
direct to urban areas

Turn to Plan, Page 6

By Darlene Superville  
and Seung Min Kim 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump said he is 
withdrawing the nomination of 
tech billionaire Jared Isaacman, 
an associate of 
Trump adviser 
Elon Musk, to lead 
NASA, saying he 
reached the deci-
sion after a “thor-
ough review” of 
Isaacman’s “prior 
associations.”

It was unclear 
w h a t  Tr u m p 
meant and the White House did 
not respond to an emailed request 
for an explanation.

“After a thorough review of 
prior associations, I am hereby 

Trump 
says he’s 
withdrawing 
nomination 
Nod was for Jared 
Isaacman to lead NASA

Turn to Isaacman, Page 6
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By Mohammad Jahjouh  
and Samy Magdy 
Associated Press

RAFAH, Gaza Strip — At least 
31 people were killed and over 170 
were wounded Sunday while on 
their way to receive food in the 
Gaza Strip, health o£cials and 
witnesses said. Witnesses said 
Israeli forces fired on crowds 

around 1,000 yards from an aid 
site run by an Israeli-backed foun-
dation.

It was the deadliest incident 
yet around the new aid distribu-
tion system, Gaza Humanitarian 
Foundation, which has operated 
for less than a week.

Israel’s military said its forces 
did not fire at civilians near or 
within the site. An Israeli military 
o£cial, speaking on condition of 
anonymity in line with procedure, 
said troops fired warning shots at 
several suspects advancing toward 
them a kilometer from the site.

The foundation — promoted by 
Israel and the United States — said 
it delivered aid “without incident.” 
It has denied previous accounts of 
chaos and gunfire around its sites, 
which are in Israeli military zones 
where independent media has no 
access.

The International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross said its field 
hospital in the southern city of 
Rafah received 179 casualties, 
including women and children; 21 
were declared dead upon arrival, 
the majority with gunshot or 
shrapnel wounds.

“All patients said they had been 
trying to reach an aid distribu-
tion site,” the ICRC said, calling 
it the highest number of “weap-
on-wounded” people in one inci-
dent since the hospital was set up 
over a year ago.

“Aid distribution has become a 
death trap,” the head of the U.N. 
agency for Palestinian refugees, 
Philippe Lazzarini, said.

Also, Israeli military chief of 
sta� Lt. Gen. Eyal Zamir ordered 
that more aid sites be estab-
lished — and troops’ operation be 
expanded in unspecified parts of 

northern and southern Gaza.
Multiple witnesses have said 

Israeli troops fired on crowds 
near the new foundation’s sites. 
Before Sunday, 17 people were 
killed while trying to reach them, 
said Zaher al-Waheidi, head of the 
Gaza Health Ministry’s records 
department.

The foundation says private 
security contractors guarding its 
sites have not fired on crowds. 
Israel’s military has acknowl-
edged firing warning shots on 

Reports: Israeli troops kill 31 Palestinians 
170 also wounded in 
attack while trying  
to seek aid in Gaza

Turn to War, Page 2
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Addison Kenney, 4, in her cap and gown, is led to the graduation ceremony for The Morgan Center, a preschool o�ered to children 
with cancer and other illnesses that prevent them from attending a traditional preschool, on Wednesday in Orlando.  
WILLIE J. ALLEN JR./ORLANDO SENTINEL PHOTOS

The nonprofit is named 
after Rod and Nancy Zuch’s 
daughter, Morgan Zuch, 
who was diagnosed with 
leukemia when she was 2 
years old and spent three 
years in and out of chemo-
therapy. Her cancer is now 
in remission.

Morgan Zuch, now 26, 
does not have many memo-
ries of being sick.

“But I do remember a 
very isolating childhood, 
like I was in the hospital 
all the time,” Morgan Zuch 
said.

And she vividly recalls the 
trauma of going to school 
for the first time.

“I was really scared 
because everybody knew 
what to do, and I definitely 
felt like the odd one out,” 
Morgan said.

That traumatic transi-
tion inspired Morgan Zuch 
to get her master’s degree in 
educational psychology and 
go to work as a teacher and 
counselor at The Morgan 
Center’s Orlando preschool, 
where she draws on her 
education and her personal 
experience to help other 
sick kids.

“Emotional and social 
growth is tremendously 
important for any kid, but 
especially kids with cancer 
because of the limited world 
that they’re in,” Morgan 
Zuch said.

Mateo has been to the 
hospital so many times, his 
mother has lost count. In 
the last six weeks alone, the 
child spent nine nights at 
Arnold Palmer Children’s 
Hospital over two separate 
stays.

“For any fever he gets, he 
has to go to the emergency 
room, and usually we’re 
admitted for a few days, and 
there they give him IV anti-
biotics, they do blood work 
and cultures,” Paxson said.

The Morgan Center is 

where Mateo can safely 
interact with others and 
learn how to behave in a 
classroom, so he doesn’t 
start kindergarten behind 
his healthier peers.

“He has such a bright 
spirit. He loves making 
friends. He loves the teach-
ers there. He gives them a 
hug every time he leaves,” 
said Paxson, who is still 
trying to figure out how to 
handle kindergarten for 
her son. “I definitely don’t 
let him hug everyone. But 
the teachers there, I let him 
hug.”

Greyson Alexander was 
pulled out of preschool 
when he was diagnosed 
with leukemia at the age 
of three. He then spent six 
months in the hospital after 
getting a severe stomach 
infection while undergoing 
chemotherapy. During that 
time, he was isolated from 
everyone but hospital sta� 
and his immediate family.

“There’s not a lot of 
interaction in the hospi-
tal, because everyone 
keeps their distance,” said 
Greyson’s mom, Brittany 
Rotarius.

One day, teachers from 

The Morgan Center came 
to the hospital and invited 
Greyson to attend their 
virtual preschool at no 
charge.

Students in the virtual 
class are given a box 
containing all the materials 
they need for school, includ-
ing sock puppets, markers, 
crayons and construction 
paper. After getting his 
box, Greyson streamed the 
classes from his hospital 
bed.

“He could still inter-
act with the teachers, and 
he could still see the other 
kids. He loved being able to 
see the other kids on the TV 
screen,” Rotarius said.

Greyson’s recovery was 
long and grueling. He was 
intubated for more than 
seven weeks and had a 
tracheotomy.

“He’s had to relearn to 
walk again. He’s had to 
relearn to sit up again. He’s 
had to relearn everything 
again,” Rotarius said.

The preschool brought 
some joy during that other-
wise tough time, Rotarius 
said.

When Greyson was 
released from the hospi-

tal, he began going to The 
Morgan Center’s in-person 
classes.

He is now 6 and in kinder-
garten. But because he is still 
in treatment and his immune 
system is compromised, he 
is being homeschooled. The 
Morgan Center is also allow-
ing him to participate in the 
preschool for an extra year, 
so he doesn’t lose that social 
interaction.

The class on Wednesday 
was the 21st class to gradu-
ate from the Orlando center. 
Graduates wore white caps 
and gowns and, before 
accepting their diplomas, 
treated their families to a 
sock puppet serenade.

Mateo had a green dress 
shirt and black bow tie 
sticking out from under his 
gown. He tied the ensemble 
together with a pair of black 
high-top Converse All Stars. 
While his classmates sang 
“If you’re happy and you 
know it, clap your hands,” 
Mateo sat silent with a smile 
that grew wider as the music 
sped up.

“It makes me happy 
seeing him so happy and 
being able to socialize,” 
Paxson said.

Graduation
from Page 1

From left: Teacher Morgan Zuch, student Greyson Alexander and lead teacher Tracy Benizzi 
pose for a photo after the graduation ceremony.

“Emotional and social growth is tremendously important for any kid, but 
especially kids with cancer because of the limited world that they’re in.”
— Teacher Morgan Zuch

previous occasions.
Also Sunday, climate 

campaigner Greta Thun-
berg and other 11 activists 
set sail for Gaza on a ship 
aimed at “breaking Isra-
el’s siege” of the devastated 
territory, organizers said.

The sailing boat Madleen, 
operated by activist group 
Freedom Flotilla Coalition, 
departed from the port of 
Catania in Sicily, Italy.

It will try to reach the 
shores of the Gaza Strip 
to bring in some aid and 
raise “international aware-
ness” over the humanitar-
ian crisis, the activists said 
ahead of their departure.

“We are doing this 
because, no matter what 
odds we are against, we 
have to keep trying,” Thun-
berg said, bursting into 
tears during her speech. 

“Because the moment 
we stop trying is when we 
lose our humanity. And no 
matter how dangerous this 
mission is, it’s not even near 
as dangerous as the silence 
of the entire world in the 
face of the livestreamed 
genocide.”

War
from Page 1

Greta Thunberg talks Sunday in Catania, Italy, about the crew of the ship Madleen heading to 
Gaza in a bid to break Israel’s blockade of the Palestinian territory. FABRIZIO VILLA/GETTY 

“We are doing this because, no matter what odds we are against, 
we have to keep trying. Because the moment we stop trying is 
when we lose our humanity. And no matter how dangerous this 
mission is, it’s not even near as dangerous as the silence of the 
entire world in the face of the livestreamed genocide.”

— Greta Thunberg, climate activist
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He’s Got
Opinions

Scott Maxwell has penned a column
since 2002. He writes about Central
Florida politics and whatever else catches
his fancy. Whether you agree with him
or not, his stories will give you a deeper
understanding of what goes on behind closed
doors in our community. Look for Scott on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays in
print and online at OrlandoSentinel.com. <<
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ABOVE: From left: Faith Pierre, Addison Kenney, Morgan Zuch, Tracy Benizzi and Nancy Zuch celebrate graduation at The Morgan Center, a preschool 
o�ered to children with cancer and other illnesses that prevent them from attending a traditional preschool, on Wednesday in Orlando.  

TOP: Mateo Aviles, 4, and his mother, Christina Aviles, pose for pictures with him wearing his cap and gown after graduation.  
WILLIE J. ALLEN JR./ORLANDO SENTINEL PHOTOS

Their time to 
SHINE

The Morgan Center, a preschool for kids with cancer and 
other illnesses, hosts a graduation for its 21st class of children
By Michael Cuglietta 
Orlando Sentinel

Chrystina Paxson searches for empty playgrounds where she 
doesn’t have to worry about her son Mateo being around other 
children. The four-year-old has a rare blood disorder that makes 
it hard for him to fight germs.

“I try to let him live as normal a life as possible. But if I see some-
one sick or someone sounds sick at the playground, I will take him 
and go home,” Paxson said.

But on Wednesday morning, Mateo attended his preschool 
graduation with 11 other kids — each battling their own illness — 
and their families. Judging by the smile on his face, he was thrilled 
for the company.

Since 2003, The Morgan Center has o�ered free preschool 
to children with cancer and other diseases that compromise 
their immune systems, making it risky for them to attend regu-
lar school classes. The nonprofit, which started in New York and 
expanded to Central Florida in 2020 when its founders moved 
here, o�ers in-person and virtual classes out of First Baptist 
Church of Orlando.

For the in-person classes, there are strict hygiene protocols to 
protect the kids — including the frequent use of hand sanitizer 
and rigorous daily cleaning of the classrooms. No one with symp-
toms of cold or flu is allowed in.

Virtual options are available to children for whom even those 
safeguards are not enough. They also allow the center to expand 
its reach beyond its two physical locations in Long Island and 
Orlando.

To date, the nonprofit— funded mostly by private donors — has 
enrolled more than 560 kids nationally, including 70 in Central 
Florida. The center has the potential to reach more if it had money 
to expand. But leaders at the center say inflation has raised their 
operating costs, making it harder just to maintain their current 
classes.

“The reality is, there are probably several thousand children 
across the country who need this. We do have a national plan. 
It’s just that we can’t execute it because we’re just trying to keep 
the doors open,” said Rod Zuch, who founded the center with his 
wife Nancy Zuch.

Turn to Graduation, Page 2

By Stephen Hudak 
Orlando Sentinel

After eight years on the drawing 
board, Orange County’s rewrit-
ten blueprint for growth goes to 
county commissioners Tuesday 
for a final review of the e�ort to 
slow sprawl and protect rural areas 
while also making room for an esti-
mated 422,000 new residents.

Known as Vision 2050, the 
615-page planning document
was drafted with the next quarter 
century in mind.

“This isn’t the kind of thing that, 
I think, most people in Orange 
County are going to see and appre-
ciate in their lifetime,” said Eric 
Gray, who serves on the county’s 

VISION 2050

How 
should 
Orange 
grow?
Overhaul aims to stop 
sprawl into rural spots, 
direct to urban areas

Turn to Plan, Page 6

By Darlene Superville  
and Seung Min Kim 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump said he is 
withdrawing the nomination of 
tech billionaire Jared Isaacman, 
an associate of 
Trump adviser 
Elon Musk, to lead 
NASA, saying he 
reached the deci-
sion after a “thor-
ough review” of 
Isaacman’s “prior 
associations.”

It was unclear 
w h a t  Tr u m p 
meant and the White House did 
not respond to an emailed request 
for an explanation.

“After a thorough review of 
prior associations, I am hereby 

Trump 
says he’s 
withdrawing 
nomination 
Nod was for Jared 
Isaacman to lead NASA
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Isaacman

By Mohammad Jahjouh  
and Samy Magdy 
Associated Press

RAFAH, Gaza Strip — At least 
31 people were killed and over 170 
were wounded Sunday while on 
their way to receive food in the 
Gaza Strip, health o£cials and 
witnesses said. Witnesses said 
Israeli forces fired on crowds 

around 1,000 yards from an aid 
site run by an Israeli-backed foun-
dation.

It was the deadliest incident 
yet around the new aid distribu-
tion system, Gaza Humanitarian 
Foundation, which has operated 
for less than a week.

Israel’s military said its forces 
did not fire at civilians near or 
within the site. An Israeli military 
o£cial, speaking on condition of 
anonymity in line with procedure, 
said troops fired warning shots at 
several suspects advancing toward 
them a kilometer from the site.

The foundation — promoted by 
Israel and the United States — said 
it delivered aid “without incident.” 
It has denied previous accounts of 
chaos and gunfire around its sites, 
which are in Israeli military zones 
where independent media has no 
access.

The International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross said its field 
hospital in the southern city of 
Rafah received 179 casualties, 
including women and children; 21 
were declared dead upon arrival, 
the majority with gunshot or 
shrapnel wounds.

“All patients said they had been 
trying to reach an aid distribu-
tion site,” the ICRC said, calling 
it the highest number of “weap-
on-wounded” people in one inci-
dent since the hospital was set up 
over a year ago.

“Aid distribution has become a 
death trap,” the head of the U.N. 
agency for Palestinian refugees, 
Philippe Lazzarini, said.

Also, Israeli military chief of 
sta� Lt. Gen. Eyal Zamir ordered 
that more aid sites be estab-
lished — and troops’ operation be 
expanded in unspecified parts of 

northern and southern Gaza.
Multiple witnesses have said 

Israeli troops fired on crowds 
near the new foundation’s sites. 
Before Sunday, 17 people were 
killed while trying to reach them, 
said Zaher al-Waheidi, head of the 
Gaza Health Ministry’s records 
department.

The foundation says private 
security contractors guarding its 
sites have not fired on crowds. 
Israel’s military has acknowl-
edged firing warning shots on 

Reports: Israeli troops kill 31 Palestinians 
170 also wounded in 
attack while trying  
to seek aid in Gaza

Turn to War, Page 2
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