The Buzz

twas the 1980 Mirade on ke, US.
Hockey Coach Herb Broaks wha once:
5akd "Great moments, come from great:
opportunity.”

I'm sure Rod and Nancy Lee Zuch did
nat look at their then two-year-old daughter
Mergan's leukemia dhghmins agreat
‘morment nor a great opportunity, but it has
certainly turned into something special for
many local people.

You see, Margan's battle with this
dreaded disease was the inspiration behind
the Morgan Center, the first pre-school in the
country for chiliren diagnosed with pediatric
cancer. I just sa happens to be located in
Plainview.

The anmual fund-raiser for the Morgan
Center (themorgancenter.org) at Southward
Ha Country Club in Bay Shore was held eariier
this year, It was an auction and dinner, coor-
dinated by Members of the American
Culinary Federation of Long lsland, featuring
chefs from area restaurants, attended by sev-
eral hundred caring individuals. On the sur-
fage anice and important event, but certainly
nat anything completely unique as far as
fund-raisers ga.

Winle the event itself may have been
done before, the Morgan Center most certain-
Ty has not. Here's a little education: The
Motgan Center was the brainchld of Rod and.
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ther kids couldn't go to “normal” pre-school
either. Alarge group of students, Morgan
included, the

veas to0 old when the school was founded.
The Zuchs knew and understood how fmpor-
tant missing pre-school was to ther davughter
and they refused to let athers go through the
same thing,

s i most stories of charity and philan-
thropy, it takes a team of caring people to
make change. Rod and Nancy Lee are very
careful to deflect accolades from themselves
onto others. From the generes'ty of Charles
Wang, who donated space for the Center in
his Islander office building on Round Swamp
Road in Plainview, o the incredibe vokun-
teers and donors, and the Center's teachers,
there are many caring people who got the
‘Center going and keep it prospering.

However, with Nancy Lee teaching and
Rod schmoozing and fundralsing and rasing
awareness, and even ther 1year-old son,
Trevor, getting actively involved, the Center
remains an indelible part of the Zueh's life.
s continuing existence s divectly thraugh
their blocd. sweat and tears.

Father Tom Hartman was also at the
fund-raiser | was at and smiled that wry
smileof hs as he announced that the Zuchs
hope to take the Morgan Center concept
natianwide. ie n the sky? Con't bet against
them.

for the 25 local families wha now have
their children prospering and playing as pre-

Nancy Lee Zuch; Rod, a well-known area mar- . y missing
keting executive ¥ Lee, a teacher. ‘pre-school.
The Zuchs are South Shore Suffolk people, To the Zuchs, this was unacceptable.

4oish, pretty non-descript actually. Light bulb. So Rod and Nancy Lee set out

This very normal couple has a daughter,
Morgan,

to see what pre-schools for kids with cancer
were out there. And, surprisingly, or maybe

miews. These 25 kids now have the opportunity
to do what every other pre-schooler does:
Tearn, play, have snacks, sing songs, and do
arts and crafts and show and tell. Thanks to.
the Zuchs, they can do this together in a safe

even T Was none.

diagnosed ¥
agoat age two. A depleted immune system,
related to her months of treatment, did not
allow Morgan ta experience pre-schocl.
Fartunately, hrough some incredible health
care and her sheer courage and determina-
tion, Morgan has been in remission for over
three years and today ves the “normal” life
of mast eight-year-old Long lslanders.
Because of their daughter’s situation,
the Zuchs wondered about other famflies
stricken with pediatric cancer and thir pre-
school options. It seems many have experi-
enced the same thing—because of treatment

None on Long lsland, nane in New York City,
nonein New York state. ersey? Connecticut?
Again, no and no. In fact, the "no” resounded
fram coast to coast. That's rght: No pre-
school center for cancer stricken kids existed
in the entire nation.

Unlike many other peaple who have had
a positive outcome to their health-related

The chfldren's educational experience fs
also completelyfree. Al of the Center's opera-
tional costs are donated. Al Rod and Nancy
Leeknow the parents of these pupils already
have plenty on their minds right now and.
pre-school costs are nat high on the ist.
They've been there and done that.

Next time you get an invtation to

plight, the Zuchs their backs
on the issue. Hence, the idea for the Morgan
Center was born. What's even more telling
‘about this entire process s that Morgan Zuch
never even went to the school herseff. She
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research on the organization. | know there
are other important Zuchs out there. Where
would our community be without them?



